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VOTE NO ON 

SENATE BILL 3075, AS AMENDED 
 

  

The Illinois Association of Defense Trial Counsel, an organization whose members are 

committed to protecting and enhancing civil justice in Illinois, writes to you in strong opposition to SB 

3075 which would reduce the number of jurors in civil cases from twelve to six.  

The purpose of the civil justice system is to foster the just resolution of disputes between private 

parties. Justice is best when it is fair and consistent. The fairness and consistency of the justice system as 

a whole calls for a uniform number of jurors for trials in both the civil and criminal justice systems, just 

as, with limited exception, we have a unified set of Rules of Evidence. Reducing the number of jurors in 

civil cases will substantially harm the civil justice system and any cost savings achieved by having 

smaller jury panels will be outstripped by the increased costs associated with more unpredictable 

judgments caused by fundamentally changing jury deliberations through the loss of juries that accurately 

reflect the community. 

Juries with half as many members are substantially inferior to the current jury system for three 

specific and common sense reasons and the reduction in jury members will lead to jury verdicts that are 

not consistent and will defeat the aims of the civil justice system.  

First, juries of six members do not have the ability to recall the evidence heard at trial as well as a 

jury of twelve. This failure of recall will substantially affect the result of a trial without the parties even 

being aware of it.  

Second, reducing the number of jurors creates a greater chance that one person will dominate the 

deliberations and the verdict will not accurately reflect the will of the whole jury. A panel of twelve jurors 

reduces that possibility while allowing for discussion among all of the jurors as a group that would be lost 

in a still larger group.  

Third, a group of only six jurors increases the possibility that the jury pool will not accurately 

reflect the diversity of community in which the trial is held. The system loses, and so do all Illinoisans, 

when juries do not have the benefit of a breadth of experience, education, and understanding that comes 

from a group that reflects the community. 

These factors will produce less predictable jury verdicts; verdicts that are too low and too high. 

The reduction in predictability will necessarily result from smaller panels of juries that suffer from 

inaccurate recall of evidence, the possibility of one person dominating the deliberations, and the lack of 

diversity of the panel. The lack of predictability from juries will not only diminish the proper aims of the 

civil justice system, but will have the practical effect of forcing more cases to trial because the value of a 

particular case cannot be predicted by the parties prior to trial. If the goal of SB 3075 is to bring matters to 

a resolution sooner, and thereby reduce the costs of the civil justice system, any savings from a few extra 

hours of voir dire and jury deliberations will be far exceeded by the increased number of trials that will 

result.  

The people of Illinois are best served by a robust civil justice system which has juries that render 

fair and consistent verdicts. Reducing the number of jurors will not achieve the goals of the civil justice 

system and will make those goals harder to achieve and increase the costs of the system. For all of these 

reasons we urge you to oppose SB 3075, as amended. 

______________________________ 

 

The Illinois Association of Defense Trial Counsel (IDC) is a community of nearly 1,000 defense 

attorneys, dedicated to improving the judicial system and the practice of law. The mission of the IDC is to 

ensure civil justice with integrity, civility and professional competence. 


